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STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE — WEAR ORANGE WEDNESDAY 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.05 pm]: I want to firstly acknowledge 
Remembrance Day tomorrow and to pay homage to our fallen soldiers, and, indeed, to all our former and current 
armed forces personnel, wherever they may be.  

Given that we relied so heavily on volunteers and indeed all those within the armed services during wartime, it is 
also fitting that tomorrow we will also be giving thanks to our volunteers in the State Emergency Service. This 
week is a milestone in the history of the SES in Western Australia—celebrating 50 years of service to our 
community. It is appropriate that our local celebrations coincide with National SES Week when across Australia 
there is recognition of the tremendous job that our SES volunteers do safeguarding the community. 

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority supports more than 1 800 SES volunteers who last year gave 
countless hours of their personal time to respond to more than 570 incidents, including cyclones, cliff rescues, 
searches, floods and storms. I am sure that if we looked back over the past 50 years, each year would tell a 
similar story. It is an inspirational story about thousands of people who carry out education and prevention 
programs, who respond to calls for assistance and who help us to recover from emergencies and natural disasters. 

The SES has helped us through the Carnarvon floods in 1960 and 1961, the Meckering earthquake in 1968 and 
numerous cyclones, crashes, rescues and disasters since. Being an SES volunteer is a demanding, dedicated and 
sometimes dangerous job for which volunteers put their own lives at risk. Newman SES volunteer Jim Regan, 
for example, paid the ultimate price for his heroic efforts during the rescue of two tourists in Karijini National 
Park in 2004. Jim was part of the stretcher escort team that was struck by a flash flood that swept through 
Hancock Gorge. Last year at the SES awards Jim was recognised for his commitment and dedication with the 
Fire and Emergency Services Authority’s most prestigious internal award, the Outstanding Achievement Medal. 

This week is all about honouring and celebrating SES volunteers like Jim Regan. It is an important time for the 
people of our state to recognise and acknowledge their critical role. As Minister for Emergency Services, I have 
had the privilege of meeting many SES volunteers around the state and listening to their stories. Each time I hear 
about a different incident, it highlights their commitment to a tough job. 

On behalf of the government I thank our SES volunteers for their efforts and achievements over the past 
50 years. I also acknowledge their families and employers who support them and give them time off to do their 
work. I urge all members to get behind the SES this week. They can demonstrate their support tomorrow—Wear 
Orange Wednesday—by wearing something orange along with their Remembrance poppy. I also offer each 
member of this house an orange lapel pin in support of the SES in Western Australia. These can be obtained 
from the government Whip and the opposition Whip. 

I ask everyone in our community to take the time to thank those individuals who are willing, rain, hail or shine, 
to give up their time to support individuals, families and communities in need and to help them survive and 
rebuild after an emergency. 

The SPEAKER: Before I give the call to the Minister for Sport and Recreation, I just remind members of this 
place that I do not want to hear mobile phones. 
 


